INTRODUCTION
The question of the orientation of the double star orbital planes has been considered by many authors. It was studied already as far back as closing years of the 19th century, Yet, we start here with Chang (1929) , who investigated a sample of 16 binary systems. That orientation was examined also by Finsen (1933) on a sample of 23 systems and Arend (1950) . All of these analyses showed a random orientation distribution. Huang and Wade Jnr. (1966) , analysed the angular momentum origins in 1263 eclipsing binaries, bringing out in the framework of this study also a random orientation distribution. Orbital planes and space velocities of visual binaries were investigated by Lippincott (1967) , whose inference was that there existed only a tendency of the space velocities to some parallelity with their orbital planes, abstaining, however, from taking sides as to the question of complanarity of their orbital planes. Lavus (1979) studied the inclination of orbital planes of 888 spectroscopic binaries, spacially close to each other, the purpose being to establish possible complanarity of these planes. He found 120 groups, containing 313 binaries, in which a complanarity within the groups was acceptable.
STATING THE TASK
The knowledge of the ascending node position of a binary orbit allows us to solve simply the question of the orbit plane inclination. This inclination is defined by the celestial coordinates of that plane's pole. If α and δ are the equator coordinates of a double star Σ, whose orbital plane inclination is required, Ω the position angle of the orbit ascending node and i the inclination of the orbital plane with respect to the observer's tangential plane, then the following relations for the equator coordinates α 0 and δ 0 of the orbit pole may be derived:
The equator coordinates α 0 and δ 0 of the pole, after they are transformed into galactic ones l 0 , b 0 , can be made to run from 0
• to 360
• for l 0 and b 0 to be always north between 0
• and +90
• . The coordinates of the orbital plane pole once adopted, one is able to consider the question of the sense of motion in the orbital plane as observed from the orbit's north pole.
OBSERVATIONAL MATERIAL
The present work is based on 78 visual binary systems with known orbital elements. The binaries concerned were taken from the following four sources: Worley (1983) , Dommanget (1967) , Dommanget (1968) and IC IAU Comm. 26. The data on these doubles are given in Table 1 .
Column 1: WDS number i.e. α and δ coordinates for the epoch 2000 " 2: Star name " 3: ADS number " 4: Orbital plane inclination i with respect to the observer's tangential plane " 5: Binary's ascending node " 6: Orbit's author and the year of publication " 7: Galactic longitude l 0 of the orbital plane pole " 8: Galactic latitude b 0 of the orbital plane pole " 9: Sense of binary's motion as viewed from the orbital plane north pole. In Fig. 1 . are plotted the positions of all the 78 binaries in galactic coordinates. 
